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Instructor: Elias G. Saba  
Email: sabaelia@grinnell.edu 

Office: HSSC N2152 
Office Hours: M 1:00pm-2:50pm, Thba42TJ
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• Breaches of academic integrity will result in an official disciplinary process guided by the 
Dean’s office. If you have questions about the Academic Honesty policy, the College’s 
Academic Honesty policy is located in the Student Handbook available online [link]. The 
College expects that students are aware of and meet the expectations of this policy. 
Assignments in this course are not collaborative. You may not use “AI” chatbots or other 
Large Language Models for any assignment in this class. If you have any questions, 
please see me before you turn in your work. 
 

• The College supports students’ efforts to meet both class obligations and religious ones. 
If you plan to observe religious holidays that coincide with class meetings or assignment 
due dates, please meet with me during the first two weeks of classes so that we may reach 
a mutual understanding of how you can meet these obligations.  
 

• I strive to create a fully inclusive classroom, thus I welcome individual students to 
approach me about distinctive learning needs. In particular, I encourage students with 
disabilities to have a conversation with me and disclose how our classroom or course 
activities could impact the disability and what accommodations would be essential to 
you. If you have not already worked with the Office of Disability Resources and believe 
you may require academic accommodations for this course, Disability Resources staff 
can be reached via email at access@grinnell.edu, by phone 641-269-3089, or by stopping 
by their offices on the first floor of Steiner Hall. 
 

• If you have other needs not addressed above, please let me know soon so that we can 
work together for the best possible learning environment. In some cases, I will 
recommend consulting with the Academic Advising staff. They are an excellent resource 
for developing strategies for academic success and can 

http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/academ4g.0/5em4g.0/5em43-d/5em43-d/53i-t9m43Bordea67s-9/Rect[194.051 342m2H/I/ect[240.064 441.439 265.232 207.148]/StructParent 7/Subtype/Link/Typeacnels><</S/URI/URI(mailto:ti41&customerId=4640)>><</A 406 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W487.78167>>/B2 0]1[267rde1.5475.682 692.402 44.783 358.646]/StructParent 6/Subtype/Link/Typecatalognot>><</S/URI/cont02 .php?catoolv12&navoolv2537#Hon01Gy_in_Aedu/abo_W</S(mailto:tilaneous_1035853956)>><</A 408 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W ]/H 378160>/Borde7[3615 13[109.746 540.615 132.232 207.148]/StructParent 7/Subtype/Link/Typesabaelia><</S/URI/URI(mailtNSink/Typeisofobasedf2/ssn)/StrucNamesdo?e>>
mailto:titleix@grinnell.edu
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Textbooks 
• John Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2000). 
• Sarah Maza, Thinking about History (University of Chicago Press, 2017). 
• 0DޏPDU�LEQ�5DVKLG��The Expeditions, trans. Sean Anthony (New York University Press, 

2015). — OPTIONAL 
 
 
Class Schedule: 
 

Note: Readings are written on the day they are due. For instance, John Arnold’s History: 
A Very Short Introduction, 1–14 is to be read for class discuss on August 28th.  

 
Class 1: Aug. 30 
 · Greetings, Introductions, Logistics. 
 
Class 2: Sep. 2 
 · John Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction, 1–14. 

· Sarah Maza, Thinking about History, 1–9. 
· Lauren Michele Jackson, “The 1619 Project and the Demands of Public History: The 
New Yorker, Dec. 8, 2021. [link]  
 

Class 3: Sep. 4 
 · John Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction, 15–34. 

· Sarah Maza, Thinking about History, 10–44. 
 
Class 4: Sept. 6 

· Robert Hoyland, “Writing the Biography of the Prophet Muhammad: Problems and 
Solutions” History Compass

https://www.newyorker.com/books/under-review/the-1619-project-and-the-demands-of-public-history
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/17ql8au/cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_1035853956
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=4450152340004641&institutionId=4641&customerId=4640
https://www-jstor-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/stable/j.ctvw1d5tc
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· Fred Donner, “Muhammad and the Believers’ Movement,” in Muḥammad and the 
Believers: At the Origins of Islam (Harvard University Press, 2012), 39–90. [link] 
 

Class 10: Sept. 20 
· Asma Sayeed, “A Tradition Invented: The Female Companions” in Women and the 
Transmission of Religious Knowledge in Islam (Cambridge University Press, 2013), 17–
45. [link]  NB: This is almost, but not quite the full chapter.  
 

Class 11: Sept. 23 
· Michael Muhammad Knight, “Muhammad’s Heart: The Modified Body” in Muhammad’s 
Body (University of North Carolina Press, 2021), 51-70. [link] 
**Assignment Two Due 
 

Class 12: Sept. 25 
· 0DޏPDU�LEQ�5ƗVKLG��The Expeditions: An Early Biography of Muḥammad, trans. Sean 
Anthony (New York University Press, 2015), 3–59. [link] 
 

Class 13: Sept. 27 
· 0DޏPDU�LEQ�5ƗVKLG��The Expeditions: An Early Biography of Muḥammad, trans. Sean 
Anthony (New York University Press, 2015), 60–108. [link] 
 

Class 14: Sept. 30 
· 0DޏPDU�LEQ�5ƗVKLG��The Expeditions: An Early Biography of Muḥammad, trans. Sean 

https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991011231115804641
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/lib/grinnell-ebooks/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=1139723
https://www-jstor-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/stable/10.5149/9781469658933_knight
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991010720462504641
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991010720462504641
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991010720462504641
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/grinnell-ebooks/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=1092663
https://fod-infobase-com.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/p_ViewVideo.aspx?xtid=44085
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https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/grinnell-ebooks/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=1092663
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/grinnell-ebooks/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=1092663
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/17ql8au/cdi_perlego_books_550857
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991011189369304641
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https://www-jstor-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/stable/j.ctvw1d5tc
https://www-fulcrum-org.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/concern/monographs/fb494850b
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/17ql8au/cdi_askewsholts_vlebooks_9781317589211
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991010720462504641
https://grinnell.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01GCL_INST/1g018f9/alma991010720462504641
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