Historical Perspectives on U.S. Education
EDU 210/HIS 210: Spring 2024

Instructor: Prof. Deborah Michaels E-mail: michaeld@grinnell.edu
Class: MWF
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e Draw on historical data to make compelling arguments for how to improve schooling today.
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My aim is for our course to serve all students in our classroom community. | want each of you to feel that the
diverse identities, experiences, and perspectives that you bring to our class are respected and valued and that
your learning is supported inside our class space and outside through the wider college community’s resources.

During the first weeks of class, we will develop a community agreement to establish how we intend to build
together a classroom that allows us to feel safe in taking intellectual risks while respecting each other. As the
professor, | acknowledge and take responsibility for the power I have to disrupt dynamics that are harmful or
unproductive. As a human being with limitations, | invite you tell me if | have failed to recognize and adequately
address an issue of harm or concern so that | can improve as an educator and make amends.

Please discuss with me any barriers to learning opportunities that you anticipate or encounter in our course as
soon as possible so that we can make appropriate and reasonable accommodations. When needed and relevant,
we will collaborate with Jae Baldree, the College Coordinator of Student Disability Resources
[baldreej@aqrinnell.edu], who assists with accommodation plans for students with documented and
undocumented dis/abilities.

Please note that if at any point in our course due to an in-class discussion, an assignment, interaction, or text you
feel that your health or well-being are at risk, | encourage you to communicate with me and trust your
body/mind/self-knowledge to tell you what you need. Learning and growth often involve discomfort, but we
cannot learn from a place of dysregulation or trauma. Please communicate with me when you feel that an
experience or assignment in our course is pushing you outside that productive learning zone. Thank you for your
partnership in learning together this term.
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The three books we will read for this course are all available as e-books through our college library subscriptions.
I've listed complete citation information below for those books in the order that we will read them. Please note
the shorthand that | will use to refer to these books in our course schedule: e.g., “AE Chp 2” refers to the second
chapter of Urban & Wagoner’s book AmericanEducation
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1. Ongoing Participation & Preparedness 10%
2. Personal History of Education 15%
e First Take 5%
* Revisited 10%
3. Reading Responses (2-pages each, 2 responses each 5%) 10%
4. Discussion Leading 15%
e Individual reading notes 5%
e Group meeting with me: group plan 5%
e Discussion leading + activity 5%
5. Primary Source Analyses (2 analyses, 5% each) 10%
6. Final Research Project 40%
e Proposal 5%
e 5-page paper 15%

e Poster + Presentation 20%
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For the assessments outlined below, | will provide more detailed guides and/or rubrics on Pweb/Assignments
and/or in class.
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e The readings you choose
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e Allstudents are permitted ONE 72-hour extension on any assignment deadline that does not involve



https://owl.english.purdue.edu/
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Please come to class having read (or viewed, listened to) the course texts that are due that day. During class
sessions, | will expect you to be able to summarize key ideas from the texts and make connections to other class
texts and discussions. | have assigned course texts in a chronology that is recursive: i.e. each week builds on the
prior knowledge you will have garnered from previous texts and discussions in our course.




R
| strongly encourage you to take advantage of the many resources available to you on campus. For example:

[ provides many kinds of academic support through peer tutoring, time management
strategies, and individual
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