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Contrary to popular assumption, the empire of Pax Britannica was no more peaceful or orderly at 
its end than at any of its stages along the way.  Indeed, the demise  
 
 
Course objectives 
 
Students in this course will learn to engage with  and produce original historical knowledge, by: 

• Identifying and analyzing a body of primary sources 
• Synthesizing and critiquing a body of secondary sources 
• Establishing the larger significance of an argument, whether contextual, theoretical or 

interpretive  
• Framing and developing a sustained analytical progression through clear prose and logical 

organization 
• Workshopping and presenting their findings within a peer community 
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Disabilities  
 
Grinnell College makes reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. 
Students need to provide documentation to the Coordinator for Student Disability Resources, John 
Hirschman, located on the 3rd floor of the Rosenfield Center (x3089) and discuss your needs. 
Students should then notify me within the first few days of classes so that we can discuss ways to 
ensure your full participation in the course and coordinate your accommodations. 
 
Policy on electronic devices 
 
Please refrain from using all electronic devices in class unless you have been given explicit 
permission to do so (e.g. for purposes of accommodation), except during research group meetings. 
If you have any questions about whether/how this  policy applies to you, please feel free to come 
talk with  me. 
 
Religious observance 
 
Grinnell College offers alternative options to complete academic work for students who observe 
religious holy days.  
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Schedule of Class Meetings and Assignments 

Note: class begins at 8:30 am unless otherwise noted below 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Context u ali zi ng & c oncep t u ali zin g the e n d of e mpire  
 
Mon, Jan 22 
 Course intro 
 
Wed, Jan 24 
 Martin J. Wiener, "The Idea of 'Colonial Legacy' and the Historiography of Empire," Journal of 

the Historical Society 13:1 (2013), 1-32—Pweb. 
 
Mon, Jan 29 
 Nicholas White, Decolonisation (chapters 1-7) 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The p art it i on e d  n at i on  in  Sout h Asia  
 
Wed, Jan31 
 Ranajit Guha, “On Some Aspects of the Historiography of Colonial India,” Selected Subaltern 

Studies (New York: Oxford University Press, 1988), 37-44—Pweb  
 
Mon, Feb 5 
 Yasmin Khan, 
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Decolon i zat i on “at home ”  
 
Mon, Feb 19 

• Stephen Howe, “Flakking the Mau Mau Catchers,” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth 
History 39, no. 5 (2011), 695–697; David M. Anderson, “Mau Mau in the High Court and the 
‘Lost’ British Empire Archives: Colonial Conspiracy or Bureaucratic Bungle?,” Ibid., 699–
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Wed, Feb 28 & Mon, Mar 5 
 Individual research tutorials in Burling. 
 
Wed, Mar 7 
 Discuss preliminary proposals; research groups assigned. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Research & source an aly si s  (II) 
 
Assignment: Email your bibliography of secondary sources to me and your group members by noon 
the day before your group is meeting.  Put a star next to the most important sources and briefly 
annotate them.  At the start of your bibliography, please include a 1-2 paragraph introduction that 
addresses the following: What have the secondary sources already shown about your topic, what kind 
of debate or discrepancy do they reveal, and what questions, problems, gaps, or angles do they offer for 
furt her investigation and analysis? How will you test out certain premises against your primary source 
base?  Please bring a copy of each bibliography in the group, including your own, to the meeting. 
 
Mon, Mar 12 
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Mon, April 2: Seminar breakfast! 
 
Wed, April 4: Individual meetings (appointment times TBA).  
 Expanded proposal is due at your meeting – please bring copies for both of us (or email it to 

me beforehand). 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Draftin g  (I) 
 
Assignment:  

I. Email your introduction  (2-4 pp) to me and your group members by noon the day before 
your group is meeting.  The introduction should articulate all of the issues you included in 
your revised proposal: research question, argument, historiography/counterargument, 
sources/methodology, larger significance, and road map.  Although you may find you need to 
revise the introduction as you write the rest of the paper, you should use these opening 
paragraphs to lay out the interpretive and organizational framework of the project. 
Citations should be in footnotes or endnotes using Chicago Style. 

II. Group members are responsible for giving feedback to each person during our meeting.  In 
preparation: For each paper in your group, underline and label where the author articulates 
the research question, thesis, historiography/counterargument, s
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Wed, April 18 
 8:00-8:55 Research group C meets in my office to discuss body section 
 8:55-9:50 Research group D meets in my office to discuss body section  
 




