322.01 Twentieth Century American Sexualities
Fall 2017
Mears 217 MW 2:00-3:50

Professor Carolyn Herbst Lewis
Office: Mears 317

269-9522
lewiscar@grinnell.edu

Scheduled office hours: Tuesday 1:30-3:00 pm
No appointment necessary for office hours. To schedule a meeting for a different time, see instructions below.

Please note that there may be a puppy in my office. If you would prefer not to have a puppy present, please do
not hesitate to let me know! You can email me in advance. Or, when you arrive, we can either move to another

location or | can ask a colleague to puppysit. | promise, this is in no way offensive or inconvenient to me.

This seminar explores the history of sex and sexuality in the 20" century United States. We will identify
changes, contradictions, and continuities in sexual ideals as well as the even more complicated realities of
Americans’ sexual experiences. Topics will include desire, pleasure, violence, marriage, dating, identity, laws,
cultures, and more. Students enrolled in this course will formulate an original research question, conduct the

relevant primary and secondary source research, and write a coherent article-length paper on this topic.

This is the syllabus for this course. As such, it is our plan for the semester, but I reserve the right to make any

changes that | find to be necessary.
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want to meet in the subject line. If your computer/Outlook is set to a time zone different than CST, the meeting

time will not be correctly displayed and we will have confusion.

Course Policies:

| expect students to attend every class



All written work must be



Accommodations:

I encourage students with documented disabilities,



 Littauer, Amanda. BadGirls: Young Women, Seaqd Rebelliorbefore theSixties.Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2015.

« Additional readings are accessible via the hyperlinks embedded in this syllabus or via ERES.

Grades will be assigned in the course according to the following formula:

5%  Discussion Questions

20% Class participation

5%  Primary source analysis

5%  Atrticle review |

5%  Atrticle review Il

5%  Topic Proposal and Bibliography

15% Research presentation (10-12 minutes, plus discussion)

40% Research article

Preparation of Discussion Questions: We are reading three monographs and many articles this semester. For

each class discussion day, a student will pre-circulate no later than 8:00 pm the evening before a minimum of 6
questions to be considered and discussed in class. These questions should address the author’s or authors’
overall thesis, the evidence used, methodology, the historiographical contribution, and the historical content
itself.

Class Participation: Students are expected to come to class having completed the 26$igmgeb (p)-4 (s)-1 (yl0 Tc 08f0)-13 ¢



outlined in the instructions for Article Review Il (see below), but rather than connecting to the student’s

research project should instead put the article “in conversation with” larger course themes and topics.

Article Review Il: Students will write a 600-800 word review of an article selected from Section 2 of their

research bibliography. This review should identify the author’s or authors’ main thesis, supporting arguments,

primary source evidence, methodology, theoretical framework, and contributions to historiography. This should

be written in the format of a professional quality review similar to those usually written for books. We will read

and discuss an example of a professional book review in class. The final paragraph of the review should

highlight how the article contributes to the student’s research project. Your paper should be double-spaced,

Times New Roman size 12 font, and footnotes should be formatted according to the Ch2 (ude)4 (nl)]TJ(hi)-2 (g0 0 Tw
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https://archive.org/details/WayneC14 Ave.org/details/org/details/org/details/org/Bord429 483 8gorybve.org/dem/5

Reading:

X Mattie Udora Richardson, “No More Secrets, No More Lies: African American History and Compulsory
Heterosexuality,” Journal of Women'slistory 15.3 (2003), 63-76. [PROJECT MUSE]

x Anna Clark, “Twilight Moments,” Journal of the Historyf Sexualityi4 (2005), 139-160. [JSTOR]

X Leisa Meyer, “Interrupting Norms and Constructing Deviances: Competing Frameworks in the Histories
of Sexualities in the United States,” in The Practice of USVomen’dHistory, ed by S. Jay Kleinberg,
Eileen Boris, and Vicki Ruiz (Rutgers University Press, 2007), 280-307. [JSTOR]

x Nan Boyd, “Who is the Subject? Queer Theory Meets Oral History,” Journal of the Historyf Sexuality
17.2 (May 2008), 177-189. [JSTOR]

x Jim Downs, “With Only a Trace: Same-Sex Sexual Desires and Violence on Slave Plantations, 1607-
1865,” in Connexionsed. by Jennifer Brier, Jim Downs, and Jennifer Morgan (University of Illinois
Press, 2016), 15-37. [JSTOR]

X George Chauncey, “Review of The Straight State: Sexuality and CitizenshipwentiethCentury
Americaby Margot Canaday,” AmericanHistorical Reviewi16.3 (June 2011), 839-840. [JSTOR]

Monday, 9/12 What is the relationship between sex, gender, and citizenship? What do we gain by taking a long
view of the century? What do sources in national archives reveal?

Reading: Canaday, The Straight Statdntroduction and Part |

Wednesday, 9/14 Class writing workshop: From topic to question to problem (Note: we will be writing during
class time. Come prepared to do this.)
Reading: Craft of Researcl68-82 [Archive.org]

Assignment due in class: Bring to class the primary sources you chose after the Research Methods Lab.
Be prepared to discuss this source in relation to the other assigned readings. Today we begin the

process of moving from topic to question to hypothesis-on-probation.

**Make an appointment or come tooffice hoursthis weekto getapproval on your researchtopic**
Monday, 9/19 How does the relationship between sex, gender, and citizenship change after WWI1? How does
the structure of the book influence the strength of the argument and our reading of the evidence? Where else
might we find evidence of the straight state?

Reading: Canaday, The Straight Statéart 11 and Conclusion


http://www.jstor.org/stable/30114216
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30114216
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/j.ctt1hd18k1
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/j.ctt1hd18k1
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/j.ctt1hd18k1
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23308313
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23308313
https://archive.org/details/WayneC.BoothGregoryG.ColombJosephM.WilliamsTheCraftOfResearchThirdEditionChicago

Wednesday, 9/21 Containing Sex/uality
Reading:

x Jennifer Brier, “Reproducing Sexuality in the Postwar United States,” Journal of Women'’s
History 25.1 (Spring 2013), 207-216. [Project Muse]

x Kevin Allen Leonard, “Containing ‘Perversion’: African Americans and Same-Sex Desire in
Cold War Los Angeles,” Journal of the Historyf Sexuality20.3 (September 2011), 545-567.
[Project Muse]

X Robert Hill, “”We Shared a Sacred Secret’: Gender, Domesticity, and Containment in
‘Transvestia’s Histories’ and Letters from Crossdressers and Their Wives,” Journal of Social
History 44.3 (Spring 2011), 729-750. [JSTOR]

x Frank Costigliola, “’Unceasing Pressure for Penetration’: Gender, Pathology, and Emotion in
George Kennan’s Formation of the Cold War,” TheJournal of Americaristory83.4 (March
1997), 1309-1339. [JSTOR]
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https://muse.jhu.edu/article/501609
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/501609
http://muse.jhu.edu/article/448996
http://muse.jhu.edu/article/448996
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41305379
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41305379
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41305379
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2952904
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2952904
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2952904
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/557776
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/557776
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/557776
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/530706
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/530706
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/530706
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/530706
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/phr.2013.82.2.215
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/phr.2013.82.2.215
http://vc.bridgew.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1850&context=jiws
http://vc.bridgew.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1850&context=jiws



https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/618904/pdf
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/618904/pdf
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/383156/pdf
https://muse-jhu-edu.grinnell.idm.oclc.org/article/383156/pdf
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_social_history/v043/43.4.johnson.html
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_social_history/v043/43.4.johnson.html
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_history_of_sexuality/v022/22.3.hilderbrand.html
https://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_the_history_of_sexuality/v022/22.3.hilderbrand.html
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x Dawn Rae Flood,
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