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primary and secondary sources are uploaded to P-web in the form of a course reader; you must bring the 
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Wednesday, January 24th – Renaissance Men  

1. Petrarch, ‘The Ascent of Mont Ventoux’, April 26, 1366, in The Renaissance Philosophy of Man, eds. 

Ernst Cassirer, Paul Oskar Kristeller, et al. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1948), p. 36-46 

2. Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, ‘Oration on the Dignity of Man’, 1486, in above, p. 233-256 

Friday, January 26th – Renaissance Men 

1. Juan Luis Vives, ‘A Fable about Man’, 1518, in The Renaissance Philosophy of Man, p. 387-396 

2. Jacob Burckhardt, ‘The Italian State and the Individual’ and ‘The Perfecting of the Individual’, in The 

Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy 

 

Week Two 

Monday, January 29
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Wednesday, February 14th – The Cataclysmic Reformation – Lutheranism, Continued  

1. 
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1. Brad Gregory, The Unintended Reformation: How a Religious Reformation Secularized Society 

(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2016), Introduction ‘The World We Have Lost’, Chapter 1 

‘Excluding God’, and Chapter 2 ‘Relativizing Doctrines’ 

Friday, March 2nd – 
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Week Eleven 

Monday, April 2nd – Copernicus, Galileo, and a Paradigm Shift? 

1. Galileo, Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 

1953) 

2. Herbert Butterfield, selections, The Origins of Modern Science, 1300-1800 (New York: Macmillan, 1958) 

Wednesday, April 4th – Copernicus, Galileo, and a Paradigm Shift?  

1. Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012), 

Chapters 10-13, ‘Revolutions as Changes of World View’, ‘The Invisibility of Revolutions’, ‘The 

Resolution of Revolutions’, and ‘Progress Through Revolution’ p. 111-72 

Friday, April 6th – A Scientific Evolution? 

1. Francis Yates, ‘The Hermetic Tradition in Renaissance Science’, in Art, Science, and History in the 

Renaissance, ed. Charles Singleton (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1967), p. 255-74 

By Friday, April 6th at 11:59 p.m., submit your primary source choice and group topic to P-web 

 

Week Twelve 

Monday, April 9th – Reorienting the Scientific Revolution?  

1. George Saliba, ‘Whose Science is Arabic Science in Renaissance Europe?’ (1999) 

2. A.I. Sabra, ‘The Appropriation and Subsequent Naturalization of Greek Science in Medieval Islam: A 

Preliminary Statement’, in History of Science, vol. 25 (1987), p. 223-43 

Wednesday, April 11th – The Social History of Science 

1. Peter Dear, Discipline and Experience (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1995), Chapter 3 ‘Expertise, 

Novel Claims, and Experimental Events’ and Chapter 5 ‘The Uses of Experience’ 

Friday, April 13th – The Social History of Science 

1. Robert Boyle, selections and illustrations, New Experiments Physico-Mechanical, touching the spring of 

the air, 1660 

2. Steven Shapin, A Social History of Truth (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1994), Chapter 1 ‘The 

Great Civility: Trust, Truth, and Moral Order’, p. 3-41 and Chapter 3, ‘A Social History of Truth-Telling: 

Knowledge, Social Practice, and the Credibility of Gentlemen’, p. 65-125 

By Friday, April 13th at 11:59 p.m., submit your list of sources and questions, plus prelim outline and thesis 

 

 

Week Thirteen  

Monday, April 16th – Special Collections Visit  

 

All week, group meetings with Prof. Chou about conference papers/presentations 

 

Wednesday, April 18th – The ‘Age of Discovery’ 

1. Thomas More, selections, Utopia, 1516 
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Week Sixteen 

Conference presentations 

 

Exam Week 

Thursday, May 18


