History 100.01 Transatlantic Revolutions: United States, France, Haiti
Spring 2019

Prof. Sarah J. Purcell
MWEF 1:00-1:50 pm HSSC N3118

Office: Mears Cottage, Room 212 Phone: 269-3091

Email: PURCELL@qgrinnell.edu Email is the best way to reach me.

Office Hours: Tu 1-3, W 4-5, Fr 4-5, and by appointment. | am here to help you learn this
semester. Please come see me during office hours or make an appointment, so | can speak
with you one-on-one. | can always make time for you.

Course Outline and Objectives:

This course provides an introduction to issues of historical causation, argumentation, and
evidence, through the lens of U.S. History in the age of the American, French, and Haitian
Revolutions. We will consider how historians have formed and changed their interpretations
over time as we also discover how and why historical change took place.

One of our main tasks in this class will be to learn to analyze U.S. history in a transnational
context. How did the American, French, and Haitian revolutions influence one another? How
did their social implications differ? What do we gain by viewing the United States in
relationship to other countries, rather than in isolation? How does the narrative of U.S. history
relate to British, French, and Caribbean history? How did these revolutions help to form the
modern definition of human rights?

Students in this class will also learn to become better historians themselves (and, hopefully, to
fall in love with the process of history). You will hone your reading, writing, speaking, and
thinking skills. We are not only interested in the facts of history, but also in how the past
becomes meaningful.

History 100 is a course designed to make students familiar with how history works as a
professional practice. We will develop skills in five key areas:
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discuss it. Learning is a collaborative process, so speak up and share your ideas with your class-
mates! Engage with the sources, and share your ideas.

All assignments must be turned in on time and good order. Papers must be typed, double-
spaced, with normal fonts and margins, in a 10 or 12-point font. All citations must be in
footnotes or endnotes in University of Chicago style. Further guidelines for papers will be
handed out in class. Extensions (for sickness or other emergency) will not be granted unless
they are approved ahead of time. Late assignments will receive a deduction of one-half letter
grade per day and will not be accepted more than two days late. Please familiarize yourself
with the Student Handbook guidelines about academic dishonesty at Grinnell, and abide by the
rules. Please check your email regularly, since I will use email to make class announcements.

Students in this course will complete a film review, a short document analysis paper, a book
review, a French Revolution research assignment, one 3-4 page paper, and a 7-10 page
annotated bibliography. Everyone will also do an oral presentation on the topic of their
annotated bibliography. Other in-class assignments will count towards class participation.

Please note: poor attendance will seriously hurt your grade in this class. You cannot participate
if you are not in class. If you must miss class for an activity or athletic event, please arrange
your absence with me at least one week in advance.

Please do not check email or text messages during class. We will be using technology for class,
and you may use electronic devices, but it’s important to keep your attention focused on class
materials.

If you require accommodation for any diagnosed disability, please let me know during the first
week of class. Grinnell College (and I) make reasonable accommodations, and I’'m happy to help
you in any way | can.

Grading:

Film review 5%
Document analysis 8%
Virtual exhibit assig. 10%
Research assignment 5%
3-4 page paper 17%
Annotated bibliog.  20%
Oral Presentation 15%
Class participation  20%

Consult and follow the rules for Academic Honesty in the Grinnell College Student Handbook
and the college catalog. You may see the academic catalog policies on academic honesty here:
http://catalog.grinnell.edu/content.php?catoid=12&navoid=2537#Honesty in_Academic_Work
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What is History?
Mon. (Jan. 21) MLK, Jr. Day No Class Meeting—Please familiarize yourself with the syllabus

Wed. (Jan. 23) Thinking Historically

Wed. (Jan 23) EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITY: Campus MLK, Jr. Day event: community reading of
King’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 7:30 pminJRC 101 For extra credit: turn in a one-page
reflection on the event

Fri. (Jan. 25) History: lies and truths
Reading Due: Arnold, Chapters 1-3: Listen to “Ben Franklin’s World” Podcast: Bonus
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Recommended Digital Projects: “The Atlantic Slave Trade in Two Minutes,”
http://www.slate.com/articles/life/the history of american_slavery/2015/06/animate
d_interactive_of the history of the atlantic_slave trade.html

“Voyages: The Transatlantic Slave Trade Database,” http://www.slavevoyages.org/

The American Revolution as a Transatlantic Crisis
Fri. (Feb. 8) Colonial Context
Reading Due: Kierner, pp. 49-53

Mon. (Feb. 11) Imperial Crisis
Reading Due: Kierner, Chapter 3; Roger P. Mellen, “The Colonial Virginia Press and the
Stamp Act: An Expansion of Civic Discourse,” Journalism History 38 (Summer 2012): 74-
85 (e-reserve),
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=78121965&site=ehos
t-live

Wed. (Feb. 13) Interpreting the Imperial Crisis
Reading Due: Kierner, Chapter 4

Fri. (Feb. 15) Revolutionary Ideology, Revolutionary Politics
Reading Due: Doron Ben-Atar, “The American Revolution,” The Oxford History of the
British Empire, ed. Robin W. Winks, Vol. V, 94-113 (New York: Oxford University Press,
1999), e-reserve found on P-Web.

Assignment Due in class: Document Analysis paper

Recommended Digital Project: “Using Metadata to Find Paul Revere,”
http://kieranhealy.org/blog/archives/2013/06/09/using-metadata-to-find-paul-revere/

Mon. (Feb. 18) Declarations of Independence
Reading Due: Kierner, Chapter 5; David Armitage, “The Declaration of Independence in
World Context,” OAH Magazine of History 18 (2004): 61-66 (e-reserve).
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=31h&AN=12650460&site=ehos
t-live

Recommended Digital Project: “When and How Did the Colonies Find Out About the
Declaration?”
https://declaration.fas.harvard.edu/resources/when-how

Wed. (Feb. 20) Declaration of Independence
Reading Due: Allen, Our Declaration, p. 1-p. 142; Kierner, pp. 136-139

Fri. (Feb. 22
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Mon. (Feb. 25) The Revolutionary War
Reading Due: Kierner, pp. 141-152; 170-180; 186-191

Recommended Digital Project: Founders Online https://founders.archives.gov/

Wed. (Feb. 27) What is an Annotated Bibliography?
Before class, listen to the following podcast: “Ben Franklin’s World, Episode 66 Simon P.
Newman, How Historians Find Their Research Topics,”
https://www.benfranklinsworld.com/episode-066-simon-p-
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Fri. (Mar. 15) Eighteenth-Century News and Print Culture
5:00 PM Due via email to Prof. Purcell: Virtual Exhibit Assignment

SPRING BREAK MARCH 16-31
The French Revolution and Human Rights

Mon. (Apr. 1) The French Revolution
Reading Due: website


http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/
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