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Eric Avila, American Cultural History: A Very Short Introduction (2018) 
 
Patricia Cline Cohen, The Murder of Helen Jewett (1998) 
 
Isabelle Lehuu, Carnival on the Page: Popular Print Media in Antebellum America 
(2000) 
 
Lawrence Levine, Highbrow/Lowbrow: The Emergence of Cultural Hierarchy in 
America (1988) 
 
John Storey, Cultural Theory and Popular Culture, An Introduction, 8th ed. (2018) 
 
Jenny L. Presnell, The Information-Literate Historian, 3rd ed. (2019) 
 

 Books are on 2-hour reserve at Burling Library.  We will also be reading 
many digitized articles and book chapters. It is your responsibility to print 
them out and bring them to class, or bring them on a device that is not 
disruptive to class.  

 
 From time to time, Prof. Purcell will post materials related to class on 

Twitter. Follow her at @SarahJPurcell and the course hashtag 
#GrinPopCultureHistory. Add to the conversation if you wish! 
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paper is due December 4, and class presentations and peer review will follow.  The 
final, revised version of the research paper is due Tuesday, December 17at 5:00 pm 
in Ms. Purcell’s office. 
 
 
Grades will be assigned in the course according to the following formula: 
cartoon paper  10% 
paper proposal  5% 
bibliography   5% 
research presentation 5% 
peer review    5% 
class participation  20% 
Research paper  50% 
 

 Attendance is essential.  If you must miss class or an individual meeting due 
to illness or for any other reason, please let me know. 

 
 Please familiarize yourself with the Grinnell Student Handbook Academic 

Honesty policies, and abide by them.  You must cite all your sources properly 
in University of Chicago Style.  Talk to Prof. Purcell if you need a refresher on 
citation style or academic honesty. 

 
 I strive to create a fully inclusive classroom, thus I welcome individual 

students to approach me about distinctive learning needs. In particular, I 
encourage students with disabilities to have a conversation with me and 
disclose how our classroom or course activities could impact the disability 
and what accommodations would be essential to you. You will also need to 
have a conversation about and provide documentation of your disability to 
the Coordinator for Student Disability Resources, John Hirschman, located on 
the 3rd floor of Goodnow Hall (x3089). 

  

Week One: The History of Popular Culture 
   

Thursday, Aug. 29:  Meet to talk about class 
 

Week Two: The Rise of Popular Culture 
Tuesday, Sept. 3: Avila, American Cultural History, pp. xix-83 (skim chapter 5 
if you want to); Storey, Preface and Acknowledgements (all) & Ch. 1 
 
Thursday, Sept.5: Research Lab  Meet in Burling Basement lab 
Reading Due: Leroy Ashby, “The Rising of Popular Culture: A Historiographical 
Sketch” OAH Magazine of History 24 (April 2010): 11-14, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25701403 ; Presnell, Information-Literate, Ch. 1 
& Appendix C 
 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25701403
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Week Three: Lawrence Levine, Highbrow/Lowbrow 
Tuesday, Sept. 10: Reading Due: All of Levine 

  
 Thursday, Sept. 12: Reading Due: Storey, Ch. 2-4 & review Levine 

   
Recommended: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/british/brit-7.html 

 
Week Four: Isabelle Le

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/british/brit-7.html
http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095550811
http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095550811
http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780192806871.001.0001/acref-9780192806871-e-1337
http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780192806871.001.0001/acref-9780192806871-e-1337
http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199213818.001.0001/acref-9780199213818-e-184
http://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/acref/9780199213818.001.0001/acref-9780199213818-e-184
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4618515
http://www.lostmuseum.cuny.edu/home.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469616667_malone.20
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Ch. 9; Listen to Podcasts: Backstory Radio #267 The Faces of Racism 

https://www.backstoryradio.org/shows/the-faces-of-racism
https://www.backstoryradio.org/shows/burnt-corks-cakewalks
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2568268
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3659969
http://lcweb.loc.gov/rr/perform/guide/musamer.html
http://www.wnyc.org/story/96255-american-icons-buffalo-bills-wild-west/
http://www.wnyc.org/story/96255-american-icons-buffalo-bills-wild-west/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30041673
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/papr/mckhome.html
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Tuesday, Nov. 12: Writing Day    Please read: Presnell, Information-Literate, 
Ch. 12 
 
Thursday, Nov. 14:  Writing Day     

 
Week Twelve:  

 


