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HIST 232 
Medieval Europe, 400-1400 

'ƌŝŶŶĞůů��ŽůůĞŐĞ͕�&Ăůů�ϮϬϭϵ 

Dt�Λ�Ϯ͗ϯϬͲϯ͗ϱϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͕͘�,^^��EϮϭϭϮ 

Syllabus subject to change 

WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ��ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ��ŚŽƵ�;ĐŚŽƵĐĂƚŚΛŐƌŝŶŶĞůů͘ĞĚƵͿ 
KĨĨŝĐĞ�,ŽƵƌƐ͗�dd,�Λ�ϭ͗ϯϬͲϯ͗ϯϬ�Ɖ͘ŵ͕͘�Žƌ�ďǇ�ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚ͕�DĞĂƌƐ��ŽƚƚĂŐĞ�Ϯϭϭ 

Course Description and Objectives 

�Ɛ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŽůĚĞƐƚ�ĨŝĞůĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͕�DĞĚŝĞǀĂů��ƵƌŽƉĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ�ďŽƚŚ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�
ũŽǇƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽĚĞƌŶͲĚĂǇ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ͘��ŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͗�ŝŶ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͕�Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ�ĐŽƌƉƵƐ�ŽĨ�ƚĞǆƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�Ă�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ�ƐŽ�ĚĞŶƐĞ�ŝƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚ�ƚŽ�ĨŝŶĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĨŽŽƚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐŚŽůĂƌƐŚŝƉ͘��ŵŽŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ũŽǇƐ͗�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǀŽůƵƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƉŝƌŝƚĞĚ͕�ůŽŶŐͲůŝǀĞĚ�ƐĐŚŽůĂƌůǇ�Ǡ0ᦠᝐᤀ0័ኀ0ᦠᇠᱠᦠᄀ

mailto:choucath@grinnell.edu)


https://doodle.com/poll/ge5ektsms4zxu6cf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mxkBW2_AnW2j8C92pCOaM-3GjR4Fl_IQEjSDciybECQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mxkBW2_AnW2j8C92pCOaM-3GjR4Fl_IQEjSDciybECQ/edit


ϰ͘ �ƚƚĞŶĚĂŶĐĞ�ʹ�zŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚǁŽ�ĞǆĐƵƐĞĚ�ĂďƐĞŶĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶǇ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ͕�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƉĞŶĂůƚǇ͕�ĂƐ�ůŽŶŐ�ĂƐ�ǇŽƵ�
ŶŽƚŝĨǇ�ŵĞ�ĂŚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŝŵĞ͘�Subsequent absences or late arrivals must be approved by Student Services, 
Athletics Department, Chaplain, etc., or they will count against your total grade (2% each). The best 
thing you can do to succeed in the course is to come to class every day. 

2 x 1000-word Response Papers – 10% each (see above for draft & final due dates)  
&Žƌ�ƚǁŽ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ƐĞǀĞŶ�ƵŶŝƚƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ϭϬϬϬͲǁŽƌĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƚŝĐĂů�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚĂŝůǇ�ĂŶĂůǇƐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�
ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ŽƵƌ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘�zŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽǁŶ�ĂŶĂůǇƚŝĐĂů�ƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐƵďŵŝƚ�ĂŶ�ŽƵƚůŝŶĞ�Ă�ǁĞĞŬ�ŝŶ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĂĚůŝŶĞ͘�dŚĞŶ͕�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵĞ�;ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂůůǇ�Ă�
ǁƌŝƚŝŶŐ�ƚƵƚŽƌͿ͕�đꀀ】�ȗሁ瘁ḐĞƐ

  �崁́༁ḁȁ縁倁딁甁‐́ခȁ漁ȁ稁匁縁ȁ谁倁윀送汱–猁騀́縁ȁ瘁縁崁騀騁崁ȁ騁紀́騀ᨁ崁送退́紁딀́༁ḁ̀

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/03/


Honor Code 

WůĞĂƐĞ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌŝǌĞ�ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�'ƌŝŶŶĞůů�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ�,ĂŶĚďŽŽŬ�ŚŽŶĞƐƚǇ�ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂďŝĚĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ 

Accommodations 

/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ŚĞƐŝƚĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ůĞƚ�ŵĞ�ŬŶŽǁ͘�DŽƌĞ�
ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�Ăƚ͗�ŚƚƚƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ŐƌŝŶŶĞůů͘ĞĚƵͬĂďŽƵƚͬŽĨĨŝĐĞƐͲƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐͬĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇͲĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇͬĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇͲ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ 

Readings and Topics 

DŽŶĚĂǇ͕�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮŶĚ�ʹ�/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶ�;tĞĞŬ�dǁŽͿ 

× How did Christianity develop from a Middle Eastern cult into the dominant religion of the post-
classical Mediterranean world? 

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϰƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�dǁŽͿ 
 �ƵŐƵƐƚŝŶĞ͕�Confessions͕�ƚƌĂŶƐ͘�DĂƌŝĂ��ŽƵůĚŝŶŐ�;EĞǁ��ŝƚǇ�WƌĞƐƐ͕�ϮϬϬϳͿ�

DŽŶĚĂǇ͕�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϵƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�dŚƌĞĞͿ�
 ZŽĚŶĞǇ�^ƚĂƌŬ͕�The Rise of Christianity: A Sociologist Reconsiders History ;WƌŝŶĐĞƚŽŶ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�WƌĞƐƐ͕�

ϭϵϵϲͿ 

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϭϭƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�dŚƌĞĞͿ 
 ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�>ŝŵ͕�͚�ŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ͕�^ĞĐƵĂůƌŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�WƵďůŝĐ�>ŝĨĞ͕͛�ŝŶ�A Companion to 

Late Antiquity͕�ĞĚ͘�WŚŝůŝƉ�ZŽƵƐƐĞĂƵ�;�ůĂĐŬǁĞůů͕�ϮϬϬϵͿ�
 EĂŽŵŝ�<ŽůƚƵŶͲ&ƌŽŵŵ͕�͚�ĞĨŝŶŝŶŐ�^ĂĐƌĞĚ��ŽƵŶĚĂƌŝĞƐ͗�:ĞǁŝƐŚͲ�ŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶ�ZĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐ͕͛�ŝŶ�ŝŶ�A Companion to 

Late Antiquity 

×  (Why) did the Roman Empire fall? What is the significance of claiming that it was reorganized or 
slowly dissolved instead? 

DŽŶĚĂǇ͕�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϭϲƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�&ŽƵƌͿ 
 Codex Theodosianus͕�ƚƌĂŶƐ͘��ůǇĚĞ�WŚĂƌƌ�;WƌŝŶĐĞƚŽŶ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�WƌĞƐƐ͕�ϭϵϱϮͿ�
 ^ĂůǀŝĂŶ͕�On the Government of God͕�ƚƌĂŶƐ͘��ǀĂ�DĂƚƚŚĞǁƐ�^ĂŶĨŽƌĚ  ;�ŽůƵŵďŝĂ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�WƌĞƐƐ͕�ϭϵϯϬͿ�

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϭϴƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�&ŽƵƌͿ�
 tĂůƚĞƌ�'ŽĨĨĂƌƚ͕�͚ZŽŵĞ͛Ɛ�&ŝŶĂů��ŽŶƋƵĞƐƚ͗�dŚĞ��ĂƌďĂƌŝĂŶƐ͕͛�ŝŶ�History Compass͕�ǀŽů͘�ϲ͕�ŶŽ͘�ϯ�;ϮϬϬϴͿ 

Draft of 1st 1000-word reading response due Wednesday, September 18th by 11:59 p.m. 

ϰ 

/about/offices-services/accessibility-disability/disability-services
/about/offices-services/accessibility-disability/disability-services


DŽŶĚĂǇ͕�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϯƌĚ�;tĞĞŬ�&ŝǀĞͿ�
 �ƌǇĂŶ�tĂƌĚͲWĞƌŬŝŶƐ͕�The Fall of Rome and the End of Civilization ;KǆĨŽƌĚ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�WƌĞƐƐ͕�ϮϬϭϰͿ 

× How was ‘Western Europe’ transformed in a post-imperial world? How were old and new peoples 
(re)constituted in the Early Middle Ages? 

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϱƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�&ŝǀĞͿ 
 :ŽƌĚĂŶĞƐ͕�Origin and Deeds of the Goths͕�ƚƌĂŶƐ͘��ŚĂƌůĞƐ��ŚƌŝǠᆠᢐᇠ័ᢐሀ



Draft of 2nd 1000-word reading response due Friday, November 1st by 11:59 p.m. 

× How was ‘Europe’ created through a process of internal colonization, conquest, and expansion from 
the tenth through the thirteenth centuries? 

DŽŶĚĂǇ͕�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϰƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�dĞŶͿ 
 ZŽďĞƌƚ�ƚŚĞ�DŽŶŬ͛Ɛ�History of the First Crusade͕�ƚƌĂŶƐ͘��ĂƌŽů�^ǁĞĞƚĞŶŚĂŵ�;�ƐŚŐĂƚĞ͕�ϮϬϬϲͿ 
 The Chronicle of Ibn al-Athir�【₠ᇠᝠᖌ� ⁸5需  ZŽďĞƌƚ�ƚŚ�텽ů� 

ƻƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ п ZŽĘĚ�Ő͍�ŽĶŝĐůŐĂŶ䄀 錴ŽŶŕꔀ 

t
aƻƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ п  

 ZŽė�̊�ϰ  

 ⁸  ZŽĜĚ�̃�P�ƚůĞĚ�Ĝ�ϰ 



 

 

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϳƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�dŚŝƌƚĞĞŶͿ 
 �ŚĂƵĐĞƌ͕�Canterbury Tales͕�ĞĚƐ͘�s͘�͘�<ŽůǀĂ�ĂŶĚ�'ůĞŶĚŝŶŐ�KůƐŽŶ�;t͘t͘�EŽƌƚŽŶ͕�ϮϬϭϴͿ�

× tŚĂƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚŝƚƵƚĞƐ�͚ĐƵƚƚŝŶŐ�ĞĚŐĞ͛�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ŝŶ�ŵĞĚŝĞǀĂů�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͍�tŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůŝƚŝĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǀĂůĞŶĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�
ƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĚŝĞǀĂů�ƉĂƐƚ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ĨƌĂƵŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝǀŝĚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ͍�

DŽŶĚĂǇ͕��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϮŶĚ�;tĞĞŬ�&ŽƵƌƚĞĞŶͿ 
 �ĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĞ�,ŽůŵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�EĂŽŵŝ�^ƚĂŶĚĞŶ͕�͚dŽǁĂƌĚƐ�Ă�'ůŽďĂů�DŝĚĚůĞ��ŐĞƐ͛�ĂŶĚ�EĂŽŵŝ�^ƚĂŶĚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�

DŽŶŝĐĂ�tŚŝƚĞ͕�͚^ƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞĚ�DŽďŝůŝƚŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�'ůŽďĂů�DŝĚĚůĞ��ŐĞƐ͕͛�ŝŶ�The Global Middle Ages ;KǆĨŽƌĚ�
hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�WƌĞƐƐ͕�ϮϬϭϴͿ 

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϰƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�&ŽƵƌƚĞĞŶͿ 
 'ĞƌĂůĚŝŶĞ�,ĞŶŐ͕�͚dŚĞ�/ŶǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ZĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ�DŝĚĚůĞ��ŐĞƐ�/͗�ZĂĐĞ�^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ͕�DŽĚĞƌŶŝƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�

ƚŚĞ�DŝĚĚůĞ��ŐĞƐ͛�ĂŶĚ�͚dŚĞ�/ŶǀĞŶƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ZĂĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ�DŝĚĚůĞ��ŐĞƐ�//͗�>ŽĐĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�DĞĚŝĞǀĂů�
ZĂĐĞ͕͛�ŝŶ�Literature Compass͕�ǀŽů͘�ϴ͕�ŶŽ͘�ϱ�;ϮϬϭϭͿ͕�Ɖ͘�ϯϭϱͲϱϬ 

‘Scaffold’ #2 for final project due by Thursday, December 6th at 11:59 p.m. 

DŽŶĚĂǇ͕��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϵƚŚ�;tĞĞŬ�&ŝĨƚĞĞŶͿ 
 DĂƚƚŚĞǁ�y͘�sĞƌŶŽŶ͕�͚/ŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƚŝŽŶ͗�ZĞĂĚŝŶŐ�KƵƚ�ŽĨ�dŝŵĞ͗�'ĞŶĞĂůŽŐǇ͕��ĨƌŝĐĂŶͲ�ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�>ŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�

ƚŚĞ�DŝĚĚůĞ��ŐĞƐ͕͛�The Black Middle Ages: Race and the Construction of the Middle Ages�;WĂůŐƌĂǀĞ͕�
ϮϬϭϴͿ 

tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϭϭƚŚ�ʹ�&ŝŶĂů�WƌŽũĞĐƚ�ZŽƵŶĚ�ZŽďŝŶƐ�;tĞĞŬ�&ŽƵƌƚĞĞŶͿ�

Exam Week 

Short Course Syllabus due Wednesday, December 18th by 11:59 p.m. 

ϳ 




