HIST 233

Renaissance, Reformations, (Revolutions), and Explorations
Grinnell College, Spring 2018

MW @ 8:30-9:50 a.m., HSSC S1323

Syllabus subject to change
Professor Catherine Chou (choucath@grinnell.edu)
Office Hours: MW @ 2:30-4:00 p.m., or by appointment M-Th, Mears Cottage 211

Course Description

Why is it worth studying the history of early modern Europe in our globalized and multicultural present? It
used to be that a course covering this geographic and chronological era would take for granted that several
well-



mailto:choucath@grinnell.edu)

primary sources for us to read, sometimes in the original language and format. We will practice learning to
read — to our eyes! — funny and irregular spelling, densely printed type, unfamiliar formatting, etc.

Assignments and Grading Breakdown

Participation (including occasional class assignments): 15%

3 x 1000-word response papers (including drafting): 25%
Outline one due 02/08; paper one due 02/16
Outline two due 02/22; paper two due 03/02
Outline three due 04/12; paper three due 04/20

Midterm exam: 20% due 03/14

Final exam: 20% due 05/09

Final project (including scaffolding assignments): 20%
Scaffolding #1 due 04/13
Scaffolding #2 due 04/27
Final project due 05/16

Scale for individual assignments: Scale for final grades:

A: 97% B: 85% C: 75% A: 95%+ B: 84-86%  C: 70%-76%
A-:91% B-: 81% D: 62% A-:90-94%  B-:80-83%  D:60-69%
B+: 88% C+: 78% F: 50% B+:87-90% C+:77-80% F: Below 60%

Attendance and Participation: 15%
Your success in this course will depend on your willingness to engage thoughtfully with the material and each
other, in your conversation and your note-taking. We will learn a great deal from one another if we come to

class prepared, with open minds, ready to contribute and to take intellectual risks. Together, we will practice
developing incisive questions, identifying significant passages, tracing common themes, providing evidentiary
support for scholarly arguments, and responding productively to disagreements and critiques.

For every class please come prepared with:
1. Hard copies of the readings
2. A ‘short reaction’

I For primary sources, write a 250- to 300-word paragraph consisting of: 1) an analytical question
about the reading; 2) a thesis/topic sentence; 3) support for your argument drawn from the
sources

f For secondary sources, identify: 1) The questions being .23 Tm3diical question
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2. No laptops/phones (except for designated days or with an accommodation letter)

3. Check the class Google Doc: | will post pointers for the reading and questions to consider on a Google
Doc before each class here: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XhsJVyxviB5A3nbyb4p59yI26Fs2-
ur90az8MiNL9bo/edit

4. Attendance - You are allowed two excused absences for any reason, without penalty, as long as you
notify me ahead of time. Subsequent absences or late arrivals must be approved by Student Services,
Athletics Department, Chaplain, etc., or they will count against your total grade (2% each).

3 x 1000-word Response Papers — 25% (see above for draft & final due dates)
For two of our three units (on the Renaissance, Reformation, and Scientific Revolution), you will write a 1000-
word analytical paper building on your short reactions for each session, as well as our class discussions. You
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2. Lucien Febvre, selections The Problem of Unbelief in the Sixteenth Century (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1985)



Wednesday, March 6% — The Reformation as Social Crisis + Midterm Review
1. Nicholas Terpstra, Introduction and Chapter 2, ‘Purifying the Body’, in



First scaffolding assignment for final project due by Saturday, April 13" at 11:59 p.m.

Week Eleven
Monday, April 15t — The impact of the ‘New World’ in Europe
1. Michael Ryan, ‘Assimilating New Worlds in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries’, in Comparative
Studies in Society and History, vol. 23, no. 4 (Oct. 1981), p. 519-38

Wednesday, April 17" — The ‘Age of Discovery’
1. Thomas More, selections, Utopia, 1516

Third 1000-word response paper due Saturday, April 20t at 11:59 p.m.

Week Twelve

Monday, April 22" — The ‘Age of Discovery’
1. Michel de Montaigne, ‘On Cannibals’, 1580
2. Shakespeare, The Tempest, Acts | and Il, 1610

Wednesday, April 24" —Early Modern Ethnography and Anthropology in the New World
1. Bartolome de las Casas, selections and images, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies, 1552

Second scaffolding assignment for final project due by Saturday, April 27t at 11:59 p.m.

Week Thirteen
Monday, April 29" — Early Modern Ethnography and Anthropology in the New World
1. Jose de Acosta, Natural and Moral History of the Indies, ed. Jane E. Magan (Durham, NC: Duke
University Press, 2002)

Wednesday, May 15t — The impact of the ‘New World’ in Europe, revisited
1. Anthony Grafton, Introduction and Chapter 5, ‘A New World of Learning’, in New Worlds, Ancient Texts
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1992)
2. Lee Palmer Wandel, Chapter 5 ‘The Ties that Bind’, in The Reformation: Towards a New History
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011)

Final exam distributed, due Thursday, May 9t" by 11:59 p.m. to P-



