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Edward D. Cohn 
Grinnell College Department of History 

1226 Park Street, Grinnell, IA 50112 
641-269-3107; cohned@grinnell.edu 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Grinnell College 
 Professor of History      August 2022–Present 
 Director, Rosenfield Program in Public Affairs,   begins July 2024 
  International Relations, and Human Rights 
 Associate Professor of History    August 2015 – July 2022 
 Assistant Professor of History    August 2009 – July 2015 
 Visiting Assistant Professor of History    August 2007 – July 2009 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. in History, the University of Chicago    August 2007 
 Dissertation: “Disciplining the Party: The Expulsion and Censure of Communists in the  

Post-War Soviet Union, 1945-1961” 
 Committee: Sheila Fitzpatrick (advisor), Richard Hellie, Ronald Grigor Suny, and 

 Jan Goldstein 
 

M.A. in History, the University of Chicago    December 2001 
 
B.A. with High Honors, Swarthmore College   May 1999 
 with a major in history and a minor in political science 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Monograph (peer-reviewed) 
 
!"#$%&'"$!&()#$*+$,$-*../0&1(2$3*1(4,5$3,5(6$7&18&9)&0#$,0:$("#$;,)/#1$*+$("#$<*=&#($>#'&.#.  

DeKalb, Illinois: Northern Illinois University Press, 2015.  
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College and Leslie Offutt of Vassar College), awarded 2018 
 

Fellowship-in-Residence at the Obermann Center for Advanced Studies, the University of  
Iowa, Spring 2017 

 
Short-Term Fellowship. Awarded by the Jordan Center for the Advanced Study of Russia at  

New York University, March-April 2016 
 
Summer Stipend. Awarded by the National Endowment for the Humanities, 2015 
 
Franklin Research Grant. Awarded by the American Philosophical Society, 2015 
 
Emerging Scholar Research Grant. Awarded by the Association for the Advancement of  

Baltic Studies, 2013 
 
Tucker-Cohen Dissertation Prize, Honorable Mention, 2008. An annual prize for “an  
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CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS (SINCE 2014) 
 
“The ‘Conversation’ as an Instrument of Soviet Power.” Midwest Russian History Workshop,  

University of Notre Dame, April 2024. 
 
“The ‘Conversation’ as an Instrument of Soviet Power: KGB ‘Chats’ in Their Broader Context.”  

KGB Archives Workshop held online from the University of Melbourne (Australia), 
February 2022. 
 

“Big Questions, Small Answers: Revitalizing the Intermediate History Course.”  American  
Historical Association webinar on “The Futures of History from the Liberal Arts College 
Perspective,” January 2021. 

 
“Recidivism, Prophylaxis, and the KGB.” Paper for “The Political Police and the Soviet System:  

Insights from Newly Opened KGB Archives in the Former Soviet Republics,” originally 
planned as an international conference at Georgetown University but turned into an 
online conference/webinar (sponsored by the Association for Slavic, East European, and 
Eurasian Studies) because of the coronavirus pandemic, April 2020. 

 
“The KGB's Struggle with Anti-Soviet Activity among Youth in the Baltic Republics.”  

Symposium on “KGB Surveillance in the Soviet Baltic Republics: Documentary 
Evidence and Coping with the Past,” Yale University, February 2020. 

 
“The KGB as Vice Squad: 35*+&),K(&K,$and the Struggle with Antisocial Behavior in Baltic Port  

Cities.” The 
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Measures’ in the Baltic Republics.” Conference on Baltic Studies in Europe, the 
University of Latvia, June 2017. 
 

“A Soviet Theory of Broken Windows: Prophylactic Policing and the KGB’s Struggle with  
Political Unrest in the Baltic States.” Midwest Russian History Workshop, Northwestern 
University, March 2017. 

 
“Prophylactic Policing and the KGB’s Struggle with Foreign Influence in Lithuania, 1959- 

1991.” Vilnius Symposium on Late Soviet and Post-Soviet Issues (Vilnius, Lithuania), 
December 2016. 
 

“Prophylactic Policing and the KGB’s Struggle with the Baltic Dissident Movement in the 1970s  
and 1980s.” The Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies annual 
convention, November 2016. 

 
“Prophylactic Policing and the KGB’s Struggle with the Baltic Dissident Movement in the 1970s  

and 1980s.” Association for the Advancement of Baltic Studies conference, the 
University of Pennsylvania, May 2016. 
 

“A Soviet Theory of Broken Windows: Prophylactic Policing and the KGB’s Struggle with  
Political Unrest in the Baltic States.” Colloquium presentation at the Jordan Center for 
the Advanced Study of Russia, New York University, April 2016. 
 

“Prophylactic Policing and the Epidemiology of Dissent in the Soviet-Era Baltic States.”   
Interdisciplinary symposium on “Transforming Contagion,” Arizona State University, 
October 2015. 
 

“Containing the Foreign Threat: The KGB’s Use of 35*+&),K(&K, to Fight Foreign Influence in  
Lithuania from the 1950s to the 1980s.” The Conference on Baltic Studies in Europe, 
Marburg, Germany; September 2015. 

 
“Containing the Foreign Threat: The KGB’s Use of 35*+&),K(&K, to Fight Foreign Influence in  

Lithuania in the 1960s and 1970s.” The Association for Slavic, East European, and 
Eurasian Studies annual convention, November 2014. 

 
“35*+&),K(&K, and the Struggle with Political Unrest in Brezhnev-Era Lithuania.” Yale  

Conference on Baltic and Scandinavian Studies, March 2014. 
 
COURSES OFFERED AT GRINNELL COLLEGE 
 
First-Year Tutorial:   The Life and Times of Nikita Khrushchev 
First-Year Tutorial:   The History of Reading 
First-Year Tutorial:  The Liberal Arts as a Force for Evil 
History 100:   Introduction to Historical Inquiry: Europe under the Great Dictators 
History 100:  Introduction to Historical Inquiry: How History Works 
History 105:   Cultural Encounters in History 
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o search committee for tenure-track position in East Asian history, 2017-2018 
o search committee for tenure-track position in medieval or early modern 


