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Eiren L. Shea  
A3258 Alumni Recitation Hall, 1226 Park St 

Grinnell, IA 50112 
 (641) 269-4841 

sheaeire@grinnell.edu 
 
POSITIONS HELD 
 
2023-   Associate Professor of Art History, Grinnell College.    
2016-23  Assistant Professor of Art History, Grinnell College. 

2022- Chair of East Asian Studies.  
 
2011-13 Teaching Fellow, University of Pennsylvania. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2016 Ph.D. University of Pennsylvania, Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations  

(Chinese Art History), Philadelphia, PA. 
Dissertation: “Fashioning Mongol Identity in China (c. 1200-1350)” (Committee: Nancy 
Steinhardt, Victor Mair, Renata Holod, Paul Cobb). 

 
2011 M.A. University of Pennsylvania, Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations. 
 
2010 M.A. Sotheby’s Institute of Art, East Asian Art History, London, U.K.  

Thesis: “A Franco-Chinese Painter in Context, Zhao Wuji and Theory, Poetry, and the 
Chinese Diaspora (1950-2009).” 

 
2006 B.A.  Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY.  
 
Language Study 

Inter University Program, Intensive Japanese Language Program, Yokohama, Japan 
(Summer 2012). 

 
National Taiwan Normal University Mandarin Training Center, Taipei, Taiwan, three 
intensive summer sessions (2000, 2002, 20011) and a year of intensive study (2006-
2007). 

 
Technical Training 
2014  Centre International d’Études des Textiles Anciens (CIETA), Textile Analysis Intensive 

Course (Part 1), Lyon, France, March 31-April 11, 2014. 
 
2015  Centre International d’Études des Textiles Anciens (CIETA), Textile Analysis Intensive 

Course (Part 2), Lyon, France, March 23-April 3, 2015. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books  
2023 With Patricia Blessing and Elizabeth Dospěl Williams. Medieval Textiles  

across Eurasia, c. 300-1500. Series: Elements in The Global Middle Ages, edited by 
Geraldine Heng and Susan J. Noakes. Cambridge University Press, 2023.  
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Forthcoming: 

“The Mongol Empire and the Westward Spread of Luxury Silk Weaving,” in Bloomsbury 
Encyclopedia of World Textiles Vol. 6: Trade and Industry. Series editors: Janis Jefferies 
and Vivienne Richmond. Bloomsbury Press.  

 
“Women’s Clothing in the Liao, Jin, and Yuan dynasties,” in Bloomsbury Encyclopedia 
of World Textiles Vol. 8: Politics and Power. Series editors: Janis Jefferies and Vivienne 
Richmond. Bloomsbury Press.  

 
“Ceremonial Dress in the Mongol Empire,” in Bloomsbury Encyclopedia of World 
Textiles Vol. 9: Sacred and Ceremonial. Series editors: Janis Jefferies and Vivienne 
Richmond. Bloomsbury Press.  

 
Book Reviews 
2022 Review of Amanda Phillips, Sea Change: Ottoman Textiles between the Mediterranean 
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2023 Association for Art History, University College London, April 12, 2023 

Paper
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2017 Second Conference on 
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2013 
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Grinnell College, Assistant Professor (2016- present) : 
 First-Year Tutorial: The Silk Road(s)  
 First-Year Tutorial: Arts of the Silk Roads 

Introduction to Art History  
Arts and Visual Cultures of China  

 The Global Mongol Century: In the Footsteps of Marco Polo  
 Collecting the “Orient”  
 Gender and Sexuality in East Asian Art  
 Seminar in Art History  
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2017-18 Interim Art History Chair, Grinnell College  
 
2017-18 Early Career Faculty and Staff (ECFS) Co-Organizer, Grinnell College 

 
2011-13 East Asian Languages and Civilizations Graduate Colloquium organizer, University of  

Pennsylvania 
 
LANGUAGES 
 
French (Near native)  
Mandarin Chinese (Fluent)  
Classical Chinese (Advanced)  
Japanese (Intermediate)  
Spanish (Intermediate) 
German (Intermediate Reading)  
Italian (Intermediate Reading)  
Persian (Basic)  
 
AFFILIATIONS 
 
Association for Asian Studies (AAS) 
College Art Association (CAA) 
Centre International d’Études des Textiles Anciens (CIETA)  
Medieval Academy of America (MAA) 
Society for Song, Yuan, and Conquest Dynasty Studies 
Textile Society of America (TSA)  
 


